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wifste 29 «3 FOM FMRF IA qOSAT §35 TRGER ‘Descriptive Ethnology of

Bengal’ (3b4%) &TZ SraAl® TR | A0 FeTHrel (AT SIS | TEb 2 &3 OFOIR
T TGS FoATE WD FACS I FO Tifss efvet «eeee | fofq Jceies-

“It is probably that in the kurmis we have the descendants of some

of the earliest of the Aryan Colonists of Bengal. Tradition, at all

events; assigns to them a very ancient place in the country, and

many antiquities, now concealed in dense jungle or rising as

monuments of the civilization of bygone days amidst the huts of

half savage races now occupying the sites, are described to them

and attest the advance they had made in civilization at a very early

period.”*
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Mr. Campbell SfF ‘The Ethonology of India’ &% Koonbees I Koormees (Ms ST& FCACRA

“The name is variously written, Koormee or Coormee, Kunbi,
Kunbee or Koonbee, and there is no doubt that the terms are
synonymous. In Hindusthan the Koormees do not go much beyond

their own agricultural calling, but they are not absolutely unknown
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as sepoys and they have occasionally, though rarely, risen to higher
posts, especially one somewhat notorious family in oude. Infact, in
the Gangetic Valley the Koormees, though much appreciated as
cultivators, are somewhat looked down upon by the higher castes

as mere humble tillers of the soil.”*
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H. H. Rishley ¥ ‘Tribes and Castes of Bengal’ &T3 TN FRMIEH (BICGN F=°{CF SAICAA

FACS oI TR -
“The Kurmi may perhaps be a Hinduised branch of the Santals.
The letter, who are more particular about food, or rather about
whom they eat with the Kurmis, and according to one tradition
regard them as elder brothers of their own. However this may be,
the totemism of the Kurmis of Western Bengal stamps them as of
Dravidian descent, and clearly distinguishes them from the Kurmis
of Behar and the North-West provinces. They show signs of a
learning toward Orthodox Hinduism, and employ Brahmans for the
Orthodox Hinduism, and employ Brahmans for the Orthodox of
Hindu gods, but not in the propitiation of their family and rural

" . . . . 29
deities, or in their marriage ceremonies.”
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Name of Section (CAl®) Totem (2OIF)

Kesria ((F*=0) Kesar grass (C*I< €I¥)
Karar (T09) Buffalo (TSl A1 23)
Dumuria (G) Dumur or fig (¥39)
Chonchmutruar (R5JC@RIR) Spider (@)
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Hastowar (QTIRR) Tortoise (F52%)

Jalbanuar (SeTHIRR) Net (&)

Sankhowar (*fcar=) Shell ornaments (*IT&F 712)
Baghbanuar (JM99I319) Tiger (JM9)

Katiar (FIGAF) silk Cloth (Pit=a ¢AMii<F)
Bansriar (?*If5919) Bamboo (3)*®
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